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Michael Jay Stern

Department of German and Scandinavian

1250 University of Oregon

Eugene, Oregon 97403-1250

Tel: (541) 346-4256

Fax: (541) 346-4126

e-mail: mjstern@uoregon.edu

Education

Ph.D. in Scandinavian Studies: University of California, Berkeley, 2000

Dissertation: "Strindberg’s Encounter with Nietzsche: The Conflation of Autobiography and History"

Committee: Karin Sanders (chair), Mark Sandberg, Martin Jay, and Robert Holub

Examination Fields: Scandinavian Modern Breakthrough, Modern European Aesthetics, and Søren Kierkegaard
M.A. in Scandinavian Studies: University of California, Berkeley, 1995

B.A. in Scandinavian Studies: University of California, Berkeley, 1993

Academic Employment

University of Oregon: 

Associate Professor, Department of German and Scandinavian, Fall 2007-present

Assistant Professor, Department of German and Scandinavian, September 2001 to June 2006

University of Chicago: 
             Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Germanic, January-March 2001
Publications

Book:

Nietzsche’s Ocean, Strindberg’s Open Sea. Berliner Beiträge zur Skandinavistik, Vol. 13, 2008 (297 pages)

Refereed articles in Journals

“The Tyranny of Irony over Philosophy,” Konturen, Vol. 7 (2015): 167-194
"The Face as a Fingerprint: Mediation, Silence, and the Question of Identity in Ingmar


Bergman’s Persona” Konturen, Vol. 3, Fall 2010
"Persona, Personae! Placing Bergman in Conversation with Kierkegaard." Scandinavian


Studies 77.1 (2005): 31-52

"Ibsen and the Ideology of Form."  Critical Sense 4.1 (1996): 52-78

Articles in Collections:

“Mood, Voicing, and Anticipation,” Introduction to Konturen Vol. 7: Kierkegaard and 
German Thought. (2015): 1-13
“Scandinavian Literature”: Cambridge Dictionary of Jewish Religion, History and Culture. Ed. Judith Baskin. Cambridge University Press (2011): 392-394
"Pausing Before Being: Nietzsche, Strindberg, and Modern Tragedy." Essay in Nietzsche and the Rebirth of Modern Tragedy.  Ed. Mary Ann Witt.  Fairleigh Dickinson Press, (2007): 40-72

Edited Journal Edition:

Konturen, Vol. 7: Kierkegaard and German Thought. (2015): (234 pages)
Book Review:

“Centering the Marginal: Leonardo Lisi on Marginal Modernity,” Review Article, Scandinavian Studies Vol. 87.2 (281-292)
Review of Nietzsche and Zion by Jacob Golumb.  The German Quarterly 78.2 (2005): 269-70

Research in Progress

In Progress

“The Singing Socrates,” a monograph addressing Kierkegaard and Nietzsche’s understanding of Socrates. 
"The Good European or The Importance of Hat Size in 1890” (30 mss pages)

"Interruptions: Plato’s Symposium and Søren’s" (24 mss pages.)

 “A Tale of Two Desks: Søren Kierkegaard’s Aesthetic of Fetishism in Enten/Eller" (mss 27 pgs.)
“Conversations with African Philosophers” Edited project in beginning stages 
Research Presentations

Conference Papers Delivered:

Respondent at “The Storied Self: Issues in Buddhist Modernity,” October 20, 2012

              at the University of Oregon
“ Clouds: The Tyranny of Irony over Philosophy,” “Kierkegaard and German 

            Thought” May 10, 2012 at the University of Oregon
“The “I” is material and motion” The American Comparative Literature Association, 

            in Providence, R.I., March 29, 2012
“Parsing the Primitive.” The American Comparative Literature Association, 

in Cambridge, Mass. March 2009

“Plato’s Symposium and Søren’s.” Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies 

              in Moline, Illinois, April 27th, 2007

"The Ideology of Return: Collisions of Religious and Secular Discourse in August Strindberg’s Till Damaskus I." Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Portland, OR, May 2005

"Pausing Before Being: Nietzsche, Strindberg and the Subversion of Ontology," Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Redondo Beach, CA, April 2004

"Persona, Persona! Placing Bergman in Conversation with Kierkegaard." Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Minneapolis, MN, May 2003

"Strindberg and Nietzsche: The Conflation of Autobiography and History." Modern Language Association, Chicago, IL, December 1999

"Are Strindberg and Nietzsche our Contemporaries?" Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Seattle, WA, May 1999

"Strindberg’s Encounter with Nietzsche,” Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Tempe, AZ, May 1998

"From Exchange to Symbolic Economy: A Tale of Two Desks in Søren Kierkegaard’s Either/Or." Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study, Champaign-Urbana, IL, May 1997

“Ibsen and The Ideology of Form." Pacific Ancient and Modern Languages Association, Irvine, CA, November 1996

Invited Lecture:

“Multiplying Socrates: Translating Memory and the Power to Name,” 


presented May 5, 2017 at California State University (Stanislaus)

“Questions and Question Marks: World Literature, Naming, and the Decolonial Moment,

            presented April 27, 2017 at University of Washington (Seattle)
“Staging the Modern: Ibsen, Strindberg, and the Creation of Modern Scandinavia,”

           presented January 25, 2012 at Oregon State University 
"The Existential Gesture: Irony and the Back and Forth of Aesthetic Subjectivity," presented January 11, 2005 at the University of British Columbia

Local Presentations:

“The Singing Socrates,” delivered for Osher Lifetime Learning Philosophy Group

at the Baker Center, Eugene, Oregon, January 2015

“ Nietzsche, the Body and Morality,” presented in Daniela Vallega-Neu’s 

Nietzsche seminar, October 2013.
”Plato’s Symposium and Søren’s,” work-in-progress presentation at the first meeting of 


Northwest Scandinavian Research Consortium, March 9, 2007

"I Am a Window, I Am a Door:  Swedenborg and Strindberg on Paranormal Experience," presented March 7, 2003 Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Eugene, OR

"Incipit Trageodia: Axel Borg’s Untergang," presented February 27, 2003, German and Scandinavian Work-in-Progress series, University of Oregon

Courses Taught

University of Oregon:

“Decolonial Poetics” (HUM 407) Winter 2018

“Kierkegaard’s Poetics” (SCAN 407/507) Winter 2018
“Nietzsche’s Trilogy” (GER 410/510), Fall 2015
“Kierkegaard and Socrates” (Scan 407/507) Winter 2015
“Growing Pains: Films about Children, teens, and Young Adults”: (SCAN 315), 

Winter 2013, 2015

“Ingmar Bergman: The Poetics of Humiliation”, (Scan 317) Spr. 2014
“ Kierkegaard and Irony,” (Scan 407/507) Spring 1012
“Ibsen and the Modern,” (Scan 354), Fall 2011

Reacting to the Past (CAS101) Winter 2012 and 2013 (CAS 101H)
The Closest of Strangers: “Africa” and Otherness” (HUM 300) Spring 2010, 2011, 2012, Fall 2013, Fall 2014,
“Scandinavian Women Writers” (Scan 353) Winter 2010, 2014
“Modern Cultures: Critique and Change” (Scan 340) Winter 2010
“Children, Teens, Rebels, and Outsiders” (Scan 315) Spring 2009
“The Singing Socrates” (Ger 410/510), Spring 2009

“The Long 19th Century” (Scan 351) Winter 2009, 2011, Spring 2015
“Hamlet, Peer Gynt and the Stranger” (Scan 352) Fall 2007, “Modern Cultures” 

”Philosophical Fictions and Fictional Philosophies” (Scan 354), Spring 2007

Scandinavian Fantasies: "Masks and Ecstatic Experience" (Scan 250), Fall 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007

“Text and Interpretation”: (Scan 251) Fall 2008-2015, 2017
“Nietzsche in Scandinavia” (Ger 407/507), Winter 2002

“Realism and Anti-Realism” (Scan 351), Winter 2002

Emergence of Scandinavian Cultures and Society (Scan 340), Spring 2002

“From Stage on Screen” (Scan 354), Spring 2002

“Repetition: Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Freud” (Ger 407/507), Winter 2003, and Fall 2004 as (Ger 624)

Third-year Swedish (302,303), Winter and Spring 2003

“Autobiography and Other Fictions” (Scan 325), Spring 2003, Fall 2005

“The Sagas and Cultural Hybridity” (Scan 340), Spring 2003 

“The Present Age: Scandinavians Comment Upon their Historical Moment” (Scan 341), Fall 2003

“Love and Betrayal” (Hum 300), Winter 2004, Winter 2006

“Nietzsche: Continuity and Difference (Ger 407/507), Winter 2004, Winter 2007, and Spring 2010, Spring 2014
“Kierkegaard in Context “(Scan 351), Spring 2004

Second-year Swedish (Swedish 203), Spring 2004, (202), Winter 2006

College Connections (Scan 199), Fall 2004-2015, Fall 2017
“Progress and Its Other” (Hum 103), Spring 2005

Viking Sagas: (Scan 259) Spring 2006

First-Year Swedish (Swedish 103), Spring 2007

University of Chicago:
Realism and Anti-Realism (Ger 390), Winter 2001

Ibsen on Screen, (Nor 397), Winter 2001

Service to the Profession

International Service:
Evaluator for a Proposal on Nietzsche for the Israeli Science Foundation:

David Ohana’s Zarathustra in Jerusalem: Friedrich Nietzsche’s Legacy in Jewish Thought and Hebrew Culture (June 2012)

Reviewer for Ibsen Studies
National Service:

Member of NEH Fellowship Review Committee, Washington D.C., July, 2008
University of Oregon Service

Arranging and Hosting Lecture by Professor Andrew Nestingen, University of Washington, November 11, 2015

Member of Promotion Review Committee for Sonja Boos, 2015
Member of Academic Requirements Committee (2014-2015)
Sponsored Guest Lecture in Hum 300: Dr. Cristian Amigo, musicologist (Fall 2014
Chair: Search Committee for Swedish Lectureship (2012)
Organized “Kierkegaard and German Thought,” German Studies Conference, Knight Browsing Room (Spring 2012)
Curated and ran Africa on Film, film series (Spring 2011) 
Member of Scholarship Committee (2011-2013)
Chair: Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Scandinavian (2010-11)

Chair: Replacement search for a Visiting Professor of Scandinavian (2008-9)

Member of CAS Dean’s Advisory Committee (2008-2010)

Chair, CAS Dean’s Advisory Committee (2009-10)

College Academic Advising for Undeclared Students (CAS) (Fall 2007-2009)
First-Year Programs Advisory Board (2006-2009)

European Studies Committee (2004 to present)

German Studies Committee (2001 to present)

Scandinavian Studies Committee (2001 to present)

German Graduate Studies Committee (2001-2002)

Co-chair of Curriculum Committee: Dept. of German and Scandinavian (2008-present)
Academic Advisor for Study Abroad Program for Sweden (2004-present)

Academic Advisor of Study Abroad Program for Denmark (2001-2004)

Taught Freshman Interest Group, Fall 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
Arranged and hosted a lecture by Lynn Wilkinson, University of Texas at Austin.  May 2005

Arranged and hosted a lecture by Stefanie von Schnurbein, Humboldt University, Berlin. February 2003

Germanic Languages and Literatures Working Group, chair: Associate Dean Russ Tomlin, CAS.  Spring 2002

Graduate Student Advising:

Chair of Dissertation Committee for Jacob Barto

Member of Dissertation Committee, Amy Billingsly (Philosophy)

Member of Dissertation Committee for Nicholas Reynolds
Member of Dissertation Committee for Judith Lechner
Member of Dissertation Committee for Aaron Rodriguez (Philosophy)
Member of Dissertation Committee for Amy Legette (COLT)

Member of Dissertation Committee for Emily McGuin (COLT)
Member of Dissertation Committee for Robert Mottram

Member of Dissertation Committee for Alfred Frankowski (Philosophy)
Member of Dissertation Committee for Lucy “Holland” Phillips (School of Music)
Member of Dissertation Committee for Dawn Archey (Dept. of Mathematics)

Member of Dissertation Committee for Nigel Cottier

Member of Dissertation Committee for Ursula Lindqvist (COLT)

Member of Dissertation Committee for Hildegaard Regele

Chair of Ph.D. Exam Committee for Stephanie Chapman

Chair of PhD. Exam Committee for Jacob Barto

Member of Ph.D. exam committee for Robert Mottram

Member of Ph.D. exam Committee for Nick Reynolds

Member of Ph.D. Exam Committee for Hildegaard Regele

Co-Chair of MA Committee for Sabina Pasic

Member of MA Committee for Amber Hollers

Member of MA Committee for Kalsang Phari-Vespigiani

Co-Chair of MA Committee for Theodor Calcaterra

Co-Chair of MA Committee for Joshua Archey

Member of MA Committee for Perri Schodorf

Member of MA Committee for Zach Tigert

Member of MA Committee for Wolfgang Barth

Member of MA Committee for Nick Reynolds

Member of MA Committee for Amanda Jorgenson

Chair of MA Thesis Committee for William Mahan

Undergraduate Student Advising:

Undergraduate Advisor for Scandinavian Program
Advisor for John Woida (International Studies)
Advisor for Rebecca Hughes (International Studies)
Honors Thesis mentor for Cameron Thurber, (COLT) 2012
Chair of Honors Thesis Committee for Nikole Mampe (English) 2012
Nomad Mentor for Nicholas Snyder, 2010-2011 (COLT)
Member of Honors Thesis Committee for Leah Kleinberger, 2010 (Medieval Studies)
Major and Minor Advisor, Scandinavian Studies Program, Fall 2004-present

Member of Senior Thesis Committee for Paul Netter (Philosophy)

Member of Senior Thesis Committee for Matthew Holland ( History)

Co-advisor for Kimberly Howland, (International Studies)

Co-advisor for Rachael Hansen (International Studies)

Co-advisor for Jennifer Gerwick (International Studies)

Undergraduate Reading and Conference with Ryan Johnson (Philosophy). (Kierkegaard, Buber, and Levinas) Spring 2005

Undergraduate Reading and Conference classes for Paul Quillen, Andrew Na, Ellen Macfarlane, Alex Orr, Sunniva Jelsing (2008-2010)

Academic Awards and Grants Received

University of Oregon:

Thomas Herman Award for Distinguished Teaching (2015)
Williams Council Award (2013)
Rippey Award for Innovative Teaching (2 year award: taken 2013 and 2015)
Moll Fellowship, Oregon Humanities Center (2012)
Junior Faculty Development Award, 2004 ($750), 2003 ($750), and 2002 ($1,000)

New Faculty Award, 2002

University of California, Berkeley:

Fernström Fellowship, Summer 2000

Department Dissertation Fellowship, 1998-1999

Fernström Fellowship, Summer 1998

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor, 1997

Chancellor’s Humanities Fellowship, 1994

Amy Bowles Johnson Memorial Fellowship, 1993

Phi Beta Kappa, 1993

Distinction in General Scholarship, 1993

Highest Departmental Honors, 1993

Professional Affiliations
Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies

Modern Language Association

American Comparative Literature Association

Language Skills
Advanced proficiency in Swedish

Strong reading, written and oral comprehension in Danish and Norwegian

Strong reading comprehension in German

Reading knowledge of Old Norse and French

Research Interests
Friedrich Nietzsche

August Strindberg

Nineteenth-Century Scandinavian Literature

Henrik Ibsen

Søren Kierkegaard

The Philosophy and Narratives of Subjectivity

Western European Aesthetic Theory

Modernity and the Notion of Progress

African Literature and Film

Modern African Philosophy

Ancient Philosophy

Decolonial Theory
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