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ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 
University of Oregon School of Law, Eugene, OR 
Director of Experiential Education 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law (2020-present) 
Direct law school’s clinical and externship programs 
Courses: Business Law Clinic, Nonprofit Community Legal Clinic, Externship General Course 
Faculty supervisor, Moot Court 

The Nonprofit Clinic, University of Oregon School of Law  
Consultant (January-May 2019). Provided advice and guidance to an interdisciplinary team of students 
in governance assessments for two local nonprofit organizations. 

Vanderbilt University Law School, Nashville, TN  
Assistant Professor of the Practice of Law (2004-2009). Taught Community and Economic 
Development Clinic, included teaching a weekly seminar and supervising students in representation of 
local nonprofit organizations and community education presentations. Other activities included: 
• Facilitated and created mixed use development plan for two Nashville neighborhoods 
• Founding faculty member and faculty advisor of school’s Social Justice Program 
• Presenter and/or moderator at seven national conferences and thirteen state/local conferences on 

topics including community business development, community engagement strategies, social 
entrepreneurship, transactional pro bono programs, and complex projects in transactional legal 
clinical programs 

• Designed interdisciplinary projects with the Center for Community Studies, Vanderbilt’s Peabody  
College of Education and Human Development 

Boston College Law School  
Adjunct Faculty (Fall 2002). Taught Community Economic Development Practicum. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Lane County Legal Aid/Oregon Law Center, Eugene, OR  
Staff Attorney (October 2017-July 2020). Develop and implement legislative and administrative 
advocacy, education, and outreach strategies to help public and private institutions address the 
affordable housing crisis in Lane County. 

Community Economic Development Program, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri, St. Louis, MO 
Program Director and Staff Attorney (2011-2016). Managed all aspects of program that provide legal 
assistance and education to small businesses and nonprofits: 
• Provided business legal representation and counseling to clients (over 1,000) 
• Designed curriculum and taught business legal seminars to founders and executive staff of small 

businesses and nonprofits on choice of entity, tax exemption, corporate governance, contracts, 
employment, commercial leases, intellectual property and general business issues (over 120) 

• Hired and supervised CED Program staff, in-house volunteer attorneys and student interns 
• Managed pro bono attorney network to represent business and nonprofit clients (recruited 

over 150 participating attorneys) and taught CLE’s to attorneys 
• Handled ongoing fundraising to maintain and grow staffing levels (raised approximately $1,000,000) 
• Maintained and expanded relationships with more than 30 community partners  
• Presenter at three national conferences and one state conference on community economic 

development, including panelist at 2016 Pro Bono Institute Annual Conference on “Innovations in 
Legal Services” 



Consultant (May 2016-October 2017, 2010-2011). Responsible for creation and distribution of a 
national best practices manual for legal aid and other public interest nonprofit organizations to create 
and/or grow a CED program.  Responsible for all aspects of creating the program in 2010-11, 
including fundraising, community outreach, and building network of partnerships. Raised over 
$150,000 to launch program. 

The Economic Justice Project, the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of the 
Boston Bar Association, Boston, MA 
Project Director and Founder (2001-2003). Raised over $90,000 to launch project. Represented low-
income entrepreneurs starting or operating community businesses in various business legal matters. 
Designed workshop curriculum and taught over fifty business legal seminars. Developed and 
conducted pro bono attorney trainings. Supervised staff and student interns. Created Community 
Advisory Group to assist with programmatic issues and ongoing strategic planning. Managed 
relationships with community organizations. 

Cooley Godward LLP, San Francisco, CA  
Corporate Associate, Companies Group (Summer 1997, 1998-2001). Represented U.S. and foreign 
emerging growth companies and venture capital funds in all aspects of transactional work and general 
corporate counseling, including merger and acquisition deals, venture capital financings and other 
private placements, corporate formation, and corporate 
governance. 
Legal Services for Entrepreneurs, the Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco 
Bay Area)  
Pro bono Attorney (1998-2001). Coordinated community outreach, evaluated legal needs and business 
viability of applicants and matched clients with transactional attorneys at Cooley Godward as the 
firm's program representative. Worked with staff attorneys to structure and implement formation of a 
community venture capital fund to invest in businesses operating in disadvantaged communities. 

Legal Aid of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Cambodia  
Volunteer Attorney, Juvenile Unit (August-December, 1998). Managed attorneys and oversaw 
activities of Juvenile Unit. Initiated and facilitated training programs to educate attorneys and human 
rights advocates throughout Cambodia on children’s legal rights and representation of children. Wrote 
grant proposals and secured over $200,000 in funding to implement two-year strategic plan. 
Developed and managed unit's budget. 

ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project, San Francisco, CA  
Law Clerk (Summer 1996). Researched and wrote legal memoranda for federal appellate litigation to 
challenge constitutionality of Anti-terrorist and Effective Death Penalty Act. Conducted extensive 
legal research on habeas corpus in immigration context. 

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, P.C.; ML Strategies, Inc., Boston, MA  
Project Analyst (1993-1995). Managed document review, conducted legal research, and interviewed 
witnesses for complex commercial litigation matters. Drafted marketing brochures for the law firm. 
Acted as project coordinator in creation of Mintz Levin Foundation, a comprehensive charitable giving 
program that focuses on domestic violence. Coordinated firm’s pro bono Homeless Legal Clinic and 
Domestic Violence Project. 

Primus, Inc., Philadelphia, PA  
International Trader (1991-1993). Negotiated deals with Chinese suppliers, expanded sales to U.S. 
customers, and developed and supervised product quality control systems. 

 
EDUCATION 
 

Boston College Law School, Newton, MA 
Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, May 1998 
Activities: President, Domestic Violence Outreach Program; Executive Board Member, Women’s Law 
Center; Coordinator, Spring Break Political Asylum Project in Miami, Florida; 
Staff writer, Boston College International and Comparative Law Review 
Published Note, The Trafficking of Women for Prostitution: A Growing Problem Within the European  



Union, 21 B.C. Int’l & Comp. L. Review 183 (1997) 

Stanford Law School, Stanford CA 
Non-matriculated visiting law student, September 1997-May 1998 
Harvard College, Cambridge, MA 
Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, January 1991 
Major in East Asian Studies with emphasis on Mandarin Chinese and politics of People’s Republic of 
China Harvard College Scholarship, varsity soccer four-year letter winner 
Mandarin Training Center (National Taiwan Normal University), Taipei, Taiwan 
Intensive study of Mandarin Chinese, January to June 1989 
 

SELECT PRESENTATIONS 
 

University of Oregon School of Law 
Presenter, “Name, Image and Likeness Legal Issues,” Law Faculty Colloquium (April 13,  

2023) 

Panelist, “Decriminalization,” Week Against Incarceration, University of Oregon National Lawyers  
Guild Student Chapter (March 13, 2023)  

Facilitator, “In-House Counsel Careers,” panel for students (Feb 8, 2023) 

Moderator, “Housing,” Consumer Protection Symposium, University of Oregon Consumer Protection  
Research Grant Program (Nov 4, 2022) 

Presenter, “Criminalization of the Unhoused,” Law Faculty Colloquium (January 21, 2021) 

Presenter, Experiential Education Overview, Dean’s Advisory Council (April 16, 2021)  

Speaker, First year and second year orientation sessions (2020-2023) 

Speaker, Admitted Students Day (2022) 

Speaker, Business Law Program Annual Course Information Session (2021-2023)  

Speaker and Facilitator, Day of Action & Strategy with The Way Home and UO National Lawyers  
Guild (March 4, 2022) 
 

Local and State 

Presenter, Middle Housing Code Changes, Eugene Oregon Review Panel (Dec 2020)  

Provided testimony, HB 3115, “Relating to the regulation of public property with respect to persons  
experiencing homelessness,” Oregon House of Representatives Judiciary Subcommittee (March 
9, 2021) and Oregon Senate Judiciary Committee (May 4, 2021) 

 
National 

Moderator, Works-In-Progress Session, ABA Forum on Affordable Housing and Community  
Development Law Annual Conference, Washington, DC (May 24-26, 2023). 

Moderator, “Increasing Access to Alternatives to Stick Built Housing,” ABA Forum on Affordable  
Housing and Community Development Law Annual Conference, Washington, DC (May 24-26, 
2023) 

Discussant, “Who Will Own the Energy Transition,” WIP Session, AALS Clinical Conference, San  
Francisco (April 27-30, 2023) 

Moderator, “Strategies to Engage Students in a General Externship Course,” AALS Externship  
Committee (February 3, 2023) 

Moderator, “Homelessness is a Housing Crisis: Local and National Strategies on Ending  
Homelessness,” ABA Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development Law Boot 
Camp, Portland, OR (Oct 13-14, 2022)  



 
Moderator, “Getting to Yes: Engaging Field Placement Supervisors as Partners,” Externships 11,  

Pepperdine Caruso School of Law (October 7-8, 2022) 

Presenter, “The Criminalization of Homelessness,” Works-In-Progress Symposia, Externships 11,    
Pepperdine Caruso School of Law (October 7-8, 2022) 

Panelist, “State Strategies for Homelessness,” ABA Forum on Affordable Housing and Community  
Development Law Annual Conference, Washington, DC (May 25-27, 2022)  

Speaker, “Community Development in Academia,” ABA Forum on Affordable Housing and 
Community Development podcast series for law students (April 26th, 2022)   
Co-Facilitator and Organizer, “Externships Teaching Roundtable Webinar,” AALS Externship  

Teaching Methodologies Committee (April 1, 2022)  

Moderator, “Bias in AI-Based Lending: What Community Economic Development Practitioners Need  
To Know,” Community Development Practitioners and Legal Educators Practice Group of the 
ABA Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development Law and the Community 
Economic Development Committee of the ABA Business Law Section (July 12, 2022)  

Facilitator, “Feedback,” AALS Externships Teaching Methodologies Committee (Nov 12, 2021)  

Moderator, “’Constructing Community’ as Community Development Practitioners,” Community  
Development Practitioners and Legal Educators Practice Group of the ABA Forum on 
Affordable Housing and Community Development Law (March 3, 2022) 

Presenter, “Persecution of the Unhoused,” A Right to Housing! Works-In-Progress Symposia, 2021  
AALS Annual Meeting (Jan 5-9, 2021)  

PUBLICATIONS AND WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 

Complex Projects in a Transactional Law Clinic, 18 Journal of Affordable Housing & Community  
 Development Law 3 (2009) 

Promoting Economic Justice Through Transactional Community Centered Lawyering, 27 Saint Louis  
University Public Law Review 1 (2007) 

Criminalization of the Unhoused: Alternatives to a Punitive System 

NIL and Law School Clinics: A Case for Legal Assistance. 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES, SERVICE AND AWARDS 
 

University of Oregon School of Law 

Assessments and Outcomes Committee, Chair (2023 to present) 

Appointments Committee (2021-2023) 

Assessments and Outcomes Committee (2020-2021) 

Dean’s Leadership Team (2021-present) 

University of Oregon 

Member, Housing and Homelessness Work Group (2023-present) 

Local and State 

Executive Committee Member, Nonprofit Organizations Law Section of the Oregon State Bar (2022-
present) 

Member, Oregon Office of Public Defense Services Workforce Development Workgroup (2022- 
present) 

Member, Oregon Law Schools Housing Justice Workgroup (2022-present) 



Board Member, Food For Lane County; Chair, Policy Committee (2020-present) 

Member, Oregon State Bar Business Law, Nonprofit Law and the Real Estate Land Use Sections  
(2019-present) 

Board Member, Food For Lane County; Chair, Policy Committee (2020-present) 

Member, Development Residential Zoning Code Update Project of the Community Technical  
Advisory Committee, Springfield Planning Department (2019-2021) 

Board Member, Community Supported Shelters (2018-2023) 

Board Member, Springfield Eugene Tenant Association (2018-2022) 

Board Member, Housing Land Advocates, Oregon (2018-2020) 

Member, Poverty and Homelessness Committee, Eugene Human Rights Commission (2018-2020) 

Board Member, ACLU of Missouri (July 2011-July 2015) 
 

National 

Co-Chair, Teaching Methodologies Sub-Committee, AALS Clinical Externship Committee (2021-
present) 

Co-Chair, Community Development Practitioners and Legal Educators Practice Group of the ABA  
Forum on Housing and Community Development Law (2020-present) 

Co-Chair, ABA Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development Law Bootcamp,  
Portland, OR (Oct 13-14, 2022)  

Member, Clinical Legal Educators Association 

Member, AALS Clinical Education Committee 

Member, AALS Sports Law Committee 

Editor-In-Chief, ABA Journal of Affordable Housing & Community Development Law (2015-2017),  
Senior Editor (2017-2018), Associate Editor (2009-2015) 

Member, Executive Committee of the American Bar Association Business Law Pro Bono Committee  
(2005-2013) 

Awards 

2015 Focus St. Louis award for “Responding to Community Needs and Entrepreneurs” 

2015 Missouri Women’s Justice Public Service Practitioner Award 

James T. Caleshu Award from the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco Bay  
Area (January 2005)  

Bar Admissions 
 

The State Bars of California (1999). Inactive 
Tennessee Bar Association (2006). Inactive 
The Missouri Bar (2012). Inactive 
Oregon State Bar (2019). Active 


