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teaching experience


University of Oregon School of Law, Eugene OR


Legal Research and Writing Professor (2006 – present)


Academic Excellence Program Director (2018 – present)

Courses Taught:



Legal Research and Writing I and II



Intensive Writing



Legal Drafting


Advanced Legal Research


Legal Writing for the Bar


Legal Reasoning and Analysis

Lawyering Skills and Bar Success 
Bar Preparation Fundamentals
education


Willamette University College of Law, J.D., 2003


Recipient, Law Trustee’s Scholarship, a three-year full tuition scholarship


Willamette Law Review, 2002 – 2003

Willamette Journal of International Law and Dispute Resolution, 2001 – 2003 

Western Oregon University, B.S., summa cum laude, 2000   

English Department Award for Outstanding Excellence in Literature

Sigma Tau Delta, English Honor Society

Editor, Northwest Passage, 1999 – 2000 

publications


Book
Beyond the First Draft: Editing Strategies for Powerful Legal Writing, 2d ed. Carolina Academic Press (2023).

Beyond the First Draft: Editing Strategies for Powerful Legal Writing, Carolina Academic Press (2014).

Law Review Article

Impact Beyond the Classroom: Teaching for Transfer to Improve Student Success 73 J. Legal Educ. 273 (2025).
Other Articles
Plans and Pandemics, LWI Lives (August 2020)

Bar Journal Articles
Confessions: The Mistakes Legal Writing Professors Make, and How We Fix Them, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (February/March 2016, with Liz Frost, Joan Rocklin, and Suzanne Rowe)

Ready to Write: Transferring Writing Skills from Law School to Law Practice, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (October 2015)

Finding a Good Book: Why Reading Good Writing Will Make You a Better Writer, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (April 2014)

Why You’ll Never Be a Good Writer: And Why You Should Still Keep Trying, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (November 2013). 

A Matter of Style: About that Legal Writing, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (November 2012).

Drawing with Words: Creating Clear, Colorful Writing, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (October 2011).
Celebrating Dependence: The Joys of Subordinate Clauses, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (May 2011).

Making It Plain: In Love with Legalese?, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (February/March 2009), reprinted in In Brief, the quarterly journal of Legal Secretaries International Inc..
Squelching Creative Writing: Silencing the Novelist Within, Oregon State Bar Bulletin (October 2008).
Writing with Clarity: Finding and Fixing the Passive Voice, Oregon State Bar 

Bulletin (July 2007).

pRESENTATIONS 
Editing for Style, 2024 National Conference for Law Review Editors, April 7, 2024

From Aspiration to Action: Teaching in a Pre-Law Outreach Program, Association of Legal Writing Director Biennial Conference, June 2021

LWI One Day Workshop, ALWD Scholars’ Forum (Eugene, OR), December 2018, presented work in progress
Connecting Learning with Deep Thinking: Moving Students Beyond the Shallows, Southeastern Association of Law Schools, August 2018 

Discussion Group: Connecting through Diversity - Teach, Learn, Educate Yourself, Southeastern Association of Law Schools, August 2018
Packing Them a Suitcase: Ensuring That Our Legal Writing Students Transfer What We Teach Them, Sixteenth Annual Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference, March 2016

Online Research: WestlawNext, Lane County Circuit Court Judges Meeting, January 2015
Panel Discussion: Leading in Clinical and Experiential Education, 2015 Northwest Regional Conference: Legal Writing and Leadership, April 2015

Introducing Legal Writers to “The Reader,” Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference, March 2014

Teaching Together: Working with Casebook Colleagues to Teach Lawyering Skills, Third Annual Western Regional Legal Writing Conference, August 2013

Presentation of chapter from Beyond the First Draft: Editing and Other Strategies for Powerful Legal Writing, ALWD Scholars’ Forum and Workshop, August 2012

The First Draft: Critiquing Organization and Style, Workshop on Critiquing Student Writing, Legal Writing Institute Biennial Conference, June 2012
Reverse Engineering a Memo: From Sample to Outline to Finished Product, Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference, March 2011

Legal Writing, Oregon Paralegal Association Annual Meeting, October 2010

Investing in the Future: Creating Effective Teaching Assistants, Legal Writing Institute 2010 Biennial Conference, June 2010

To Build or To Borrow: Using New and Recycled Materials To Create Legal Writing Assignments, Northwest Regional Legal Writing Conference, August 2009

Presentation of a paper idea, Northwest Regional Legal Writing Conference Scholars’ Forum, August 2009
Professional Service

Oregon State Bar


Committee to Reevaluate Bar Exam Score, 2021

Association of Legal Writing Directors, member, 2010 – present  

Chair of the New Members Committee, 2024 – 2025 

Teaching Grants Committee, 2023 – 2024 

Blackwell Award Reception Committee, 2022 - 2023

Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 2021 – 2022 

Teaching Grants Committee, 2021 – 2022 

Mentor in the ALWD Leadership Academy, Summer 2021
Conference Site Committee, 2020 – 2021
Immediate Past President of the ALWD Board of Directors, 2018 – 2019
President of the ALWD Board of Directors, 2017 – 2018 

President-Elect of the ALWD Board of Directors, 2016 – 2017

Board of Directors, 2014 – 2016

Chair of the Conference Committee for 2017 ALWD Biennial Conference, 
2015 – 2017 

Teaching Grants Committee, 2013 – 2015 


Co-Chair and Board Liaison – 2014 – 2015 


Member, 2015 – 2016 

Conference Committee for 2015 ALWD Biennial Conference, 2013 – 2015 


 Chair of the Program Subcommittee, 2014 – 2015 

Leadership and Development Committee, 2012 – 2013 

Conference Committee for 2013 ALWD Biennial Conference, 2011 – 2013 

Legal Writing Institute, member, 2006 – present
Member of the Editorial Board of The Journal of the Legal Writing Institute, 
2014 – 2016 

Co-Chair of the Teaching Resources Committee, 2012 – 2014

Program Committee for 2012 LWI Biennial Conference, 2011 – 2012   


New Member Outreach Committee, 2008 – 2012 

Co-chair of the Mentoring Group Committee, 2009 – 2011



Assistant Editor, The Journal of the Legal Writing Institute, 2008 – 2010
Second Annual Western Regional Legal Writing Conference, University of Oregon
Co-Chair of the Conference Committee 2011 – 2012

Association of American Law Schools, member 2006 – present 


Legal Writing, Reasoning, and Research Section 

Website Committee, 2007 – 2009
law school and university Service

Personnel Committee, 2024 – 2025 

Dean Search Committee, 2024 – 2025 


Drafting Subcommittee, drafted search materials and interview questions 

Dean’s Faculty Advisory Committee, 2022 – 2024 

Dean’s Performance Review Committee, Fall 2022

Academic Success Committee, Chair 2021 – 2022 

Search Committee for Assistant Dean of Students, 2022 

Search Committee for Director of Academic Excellence Program, 2022

Search Committee for Assistant Director of Academic Excellence Program, 2022

Appointments Committee, ad hoc member for the Director of Academic Excellence search, 2021

Continuous Improvement and Evaluation of Teaching Committee, 2019 – 2021 

Academic Requirements Committee, 2019 – 2021 

Academic Success Committee, Chair 2019 – 2021
Academic Success Committee, 2018 – 2019 

Academic Success Committee, Chair 2017 – 2018

Academic Standing Committee, Chair 2017 - 2018

Academic Affairs Administrative Assistant Search Committee, 2018

Dean’s Faculty Advisory Committee, 2016 – 2017 (elected)
Academic Success Committee, 2016 – 2017 

Professional Success Committee, Chair, 2015 – 2016 

Academic Standing Committee, 2015 – 2016 

LRW Program Manager Search Committee, 2015

Registrar Search Committee, 2015

Director of Clinics and Externships, appointed in 2012

Admissions Committee, 2014 – 2015 

Curriculum Committee, 2014 – 2015 

Admissions Committee, 2013 – 2014 

Curriculum Committee, 2013 – 2014 

ADR Program Director Search Committee, 2014 

Curriculum Committee, 2012 – 2013 

Calendar Workgroup, 2012 – 2013 

Nonprofit Clinic Director Search Committee, 2012
Admissions Committee, 2011 – 2012

Academic Standing Committee, 2011 – 2012

Committee on Academic Excellence, 2011 – 2012


ACE Program Workgroup, 2011 – 2012

Designed and Implemented Changes to 1L Orientation, 2011 – 2012 

Bowerman Fellowship Committee, 2011

Curriculum Committee, 2010 – 2011 

Sustainability Committee, 2010 – 2011 


Chair of the Committee, Spring 2011

Reference Librarian Search Committee, 2010 – 2011  
Bowerman Fellowship Committee, 2010

Revised the Faculty Handbook, 2009 – 2010

Admissions Committee, 2009 – 2010

Scholarships Committee, 2008 – 2009 

Academic Standing Committee, 2008 – 2009 and 2007 – 2008
other professional experience

Arnold Gallagher Saydack Percell Roberts & Potter, P.C., Eugene, OR, 2003 – 2006


Associate in Businesses Group


Saalfeld Griggs, P.C., Salem, OR, 2002 – 2003


Summer Associate


Oregon Department of Justice, Salem, OR, 2001


Law Clerk, Tax and Finance Section

HONORs


Oregon Law Meritorious Service Award, University of Oregon School of Law, 2022

Orlando J. Hollis Teaching Award, University of Oregon School of Law, 2018

Galen Scholar in Legal Writing, University of Oregon School of Law, 2015 – 2016

Served as law school’s Writing Specialist, leading workshops and individual meetings to 
 
address students’ writing challenges.

bar memberships


Oregon State Bar, admitted 2003 (currently inactive)
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