Alexander (Xan) J. Holt                            


ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

2025 – present 	Assistant Professor, Department of German and Scandinavian
			University of Oregon, Eugene, OR

2024 – 2025		Visiting Assistant Professor, Eastern, Slavic and German Studies
			Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA

2023 – 2024		Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of German
			Northwestern University, Evanston, IL

2021 – 2023	 	Postdoctoral Weinberg Fellow, Department of German
			Northwestern University, Evanston, IL

2020 – 2021		Lecturer of German, Department of World Languages and Cultures
			Iowa State University, Ames, IA


EDUCATION

2020		Ph.D., Germanic Languages
Columbia University, New York, USA

Dissertation Title: “Cold War Crossings: Border Poetics in Postwar German and Polish Literature.”
    		Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Oliver Simons

2017		M.Phil., Germanic Languages
Columbia University, New York, USA

2015		M.A., Germanic Languages
Columbia University, New York, USA

2010		B.F.A., Dramatic Writing (with honors)
Tisch School of the Arts, New York University, New York, USA


PUBLICATIONS

Manuscripts in Preparation

Transit and Trespass: Crossing Borders in Central European Culture (in progress).



	
Articles

Peer-reviewed

2025		“‘Picture This’: Attributive Vision and Ekphrasis in Olivia Wenzel’s 1000 
Serpentinen Angst,” Monatshefte 117, no. 2 (2025): 181-204.

2022	André Flicker and Xan Holt, “German Netflix Culture,” in “German Netflix Culture,” ed. André Flicker and Xan Holt, special issue, The Germanic Review 97, no. 3 (2022): 211-218.

2022	“Time Machine TV: Digital Television in Netflix’s Dark,” in “German Netflix Culture,” ed. André Flicker and Xan Holt, special issue, The Germanic Review 97, no. 3 (2022): 272-291.

2021	“»Dies ist ein Vergleich«: Die prekäre Bildersprache in Das dritte Buch über Achim” (‘This is a simile’: Precarious imagery in The Third Book about Achim), Johnson-Jahrbuch 27 (2021): 131-150.

Non peer-reviewed

2020 	“Intertextuelle Zwischenräume: Der Hominidenstreifen als Heterotopie in Arno Schmidts Gelehrtenrepublik” (Intertextual interstices: The hominid strip as heterotopia in Arno Schmidt’s Egghead Republic), Jahrbuch der Gesellschaft der Arno-Schmidt-Leser 2017 (2020): 93-108.

Chapters in Collected Volumes 

Peer-reviewed

2026	(Forthcoming) “Writing against Disinheritance: Zbigniew Herbert’s Barbarzyńca w ogrodzie,” in Red Globe: Writing the World in Eastern European Travel Literature of the Cold War, ed. Susanne Franke, Clemens Günther, and Matthias Schwartz (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2026).

Co-edited Special Issues

2022	André Flicker and Xan Holt, “German Netflix Culture,” special issue, The Germanic Review 97, no. 3 (2022).

Academic Reviews

2021	“Eine Beschreibung dritter Ordnung: Zu: Uwe Johnson: Das dritte Buch über Achim. Rostocker Ausgabe. Historisch-kritische Ausgabe der Werke, Schriften und Briefe Uwe Johnsons, hg. von Holger Helbig, Ulrich Fries und Katja Leuchtenberger, Abt. 1, Bd. 3,” Johnson-Jahrbuch 27 (2021): 219-227.

2020	“The German Epic in the Cold War by Matthew Miller,” The Germanic Review 95, no. 1 (2020): 72-75.

Non-academic Reviews

2015	“Elfriede Jelinek’s Rechnitz and The Merchant’s Contracts,” Music & Literature (August 25, 2015). musicandliterature.org/reviews/2015/8/17/elfriede-jelineks-rechnitz-and-the-merchants-contracts.

2014	“Storm Still by Peter Handke,” The Quarterly Conversation, No. 36 (Summer 2014). quarterlyconversation.com/storm-still-by-peter-handke.


INVITED TALKS

2025		“Taking in the Trash: Attending to Entsorgung in Contemporary German 
Literature and Film.” The Department of German and Scandinavian, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR, February 7, 2025.

2023		“Fugitive Time: Dismantling the Narrative Logic of Migration in Abbas 
Khider’s Der falsche Inder.” The German Studies Seminar, Newberry Library, Chicago, IL, September 15, 2023.

2023		“‘gehen, gehte, gegeht’: Language Play and Border-Crossing in Uwe Johnson 
and Abbas Khider.” The Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, January 19, 2023.

2021		“Border Poetics in Literature and Film.” The Department of German, 
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME, Online, May 3, 2021.


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

2024	(cancelled due to Hurricane Helene) “Mournful Entanglement: The Language of ‘Eco-Grief’ in Esther Kinsky’s Störungen.” German Studies Association, Atlanta, GA, September 26-29, 2024.

2023	“The Spam of the Earth: Digital Debris and Transnationalism in Hito Steyerl.” Nordsüdlicher Divan: Intercultural Worldmaking in Literature and Film from Europe and the Global South, 2023 Max Kade Conference at the University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL, November 2-3, 2023.

2023	“Code-Switching: 1899’s Teletechnological Multilingualism for the AI-Era.” German Studies Association, Montréal, Canada, October 5-8, 2023.

2022		“(Dis-)Inheriting the West: Zbigniew Herbert’s Descent into the Depths of 
		Europe.” The Red Globe: Writing the World in Eastern European Travel 
		Literature of the Cold War, Berlin, June 1-3, 2022.

2022		“Time Machine TV: Digital Television in Netflix’s Dark.” Northeast Modern 
		Language Association, Baltimore, MD, March 10-13, 2022.

2021		“‘Picture This’: Anti-Racist Bildbeschreibung and the GDR in Olivia Wenzel’s 
1000 Serpentinen Angst.” German Studies Association, Indianapolis, IN, September 30-October 3, 2021.

2019	 “An Unreliable Eckermann: Reading the Diaries of Alice Schmidt.” German Studies Association, Portland, OR, October 3-6, 2019.

2019	“»Dies ist ein Vergleich«: Die prekäre Bildersprache in Das dritte Buch über Achim” (‘This is a simile’: Precarious imagery in The Third Book about Achim). Doctoral Student Workshop of the Uwe Johnson Society, Rostock, June 20-21, 2019.

2019	“Authentic Materials: The Importance of Contextualized Design and Meaningful Integration.” With Jutta Schmiers-Heller, Amy Leech, and Michael Swellander, Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, New York, NY, February 7-9, 2019.

2018	“Transformation ≠ Verzerrung: Arno Schmidt’s Poetics of Mapping.” The German Studies Association, Pittsburgh, PA, September 27-30, 2018.

2018	“Walling off the Abject: Andrzej Żuławski’s Possession as Border Horror.” Association for Borderland Studies, Vienna & Budapest, July 10-14, 2018.

2016	“Der heterotopische Hominidenstreifen in Der Gelehrtenrepublik” (The heterotopic hominid strip in The Egghead Republic). Society of Arno Schmidt Readers, Mainz, October 21-23, 2016.

2015	“»Wszystko mam poniemieckie«: Recyceln und Dekolonisation in Tomasz Różyckis Kolonie” (Everything post-German: Recycling and decolonization in Tomasz Różyckis Colonies). Conference on German-Polish Transfers: Border – Mediator/Institutions – Reception. University of Warsaw, Warsaw, November 15-16, 2015.

2014	“20th Century Grazie: The Bauhaus Dances of Oskar Schlemmer.” Body, Language, and Performance in the Avant-Garde, Columbia University, NY, October 5, 2014.

2014	“What Does Rosemary’s Baby Teach Us About Medical Education?” With Jeffrey Holt and Jennifer Joyce at the 18th Annual Meeting of the International Association of Medical Science Educators (IAMSE), Nashville, TN, June 7-10, 2014.



GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS AND AWARDS

2021		Summer Research Fellowship in the Research Area “Literary Currencies,” 
awarded by the Cluster of Excellence “Temporal Communities: Doing 
Literature in a Global Perspective,” Freie Universität Berlin.

2020		Departmental Teaching Award, awarded by the Department of Germanic 
Languages, Columbia University

2020		Teaching Scholars Fellowship, awarded by Columbia University

2019- 2020	Lead Teaching Fellowship, awarded by the Center for Teaching & Learning, 
Columbia University

2019		Franz Peter Hugdahl Memorial Award, awarded by the New German Critique

2019		Humanities War & Peace Initiative Grant, awarded by the Division of 
Humanities, Columbia University

2018		Peter Suhrkamp Stipend, awarded by the Uwe Johnson Society, University of 
Rostock

2017		Dissertation Fellowship, awarded by Columbia University    
  
2017		Bronze Medal in the ACTR National Post-Secondary Russian Essay Contest

2017		Conference Grant, awarded by the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD)
		
2016		Matching Travel Award, awarded by Columbia University

2015		Matching Travel Award, awarded by Columbia University

2014		Summer Language Fellowship, awarded by the Harriman Institute, Columbia 
University
		          
2013		Dean’s Fellowship, awarded by Columbia University

2011-2010	Teaching Assistantship, awarded by the Austrian-American Educational 
Commission (AAEC)/Fulbright Austria
					          
2010		Summer Course Grant, awarded by the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD)


CHAIR/COMMENT

2023	Chair for “The Future of Critique: A Forum of The Germanic Review.” German Studies Association, Montréal, Canada, October 5-8, 2023.

2022	Comment for “Paper Existences: Passports and Literary Imagination” by Doerte Bischoff. University of Hamburg and Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, May 5, 2022.

2021	Comment for “»Identität als Midcult?«: Ein virtueller Workshop zur deutschsprachigen Gegenwartsliteratur.” University of Hamburg and Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, October 28, 2021.

2021	Chair for “Minoritized Voices: Decolonizing the East German Experience.” German Studies Association, Indianapolis, IN, October 1, 2021.

2021	Comment for “Empire by Automobile: Entrepreneurial Imperialism and the Weak Colonial State in German East Africa,” by Andrew Denning. German Studies Seminar at Newberry Library, Chicago, IL, September 24, 2021.

2018	Chair and Comment for “Hermeneutics and Discourse.” System and Fragment: Epistemic Collisions in the Long 19th Century and in its Current Reinterpretations, Columbia University, New York, NY, November 17, 2018.

2017	Comment for “Notes of the Perplexed: Illness and Quotation in Wolfgang Herrndorf’s Arbeit und Struktur,” by Nicola Behrmann, Rutgers University. Expanded Quotation: An Interdisciplinary Conference on the Uses of Intertextuality in Non-Textual Media, Columbia University, New York, NY, April 7, 2017.


TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Oregon

Instructor of Record

	German 407/507. Speculative Fiction (Winter 2026) – in English

German 351. Diversity in German: Migration, Asylum and Displacement (Fall 2025) 
– in English

German 223. Germany: A Multicultural Society (Spring 2026) – in English

Boston College

Instructor of Record
	
	German 3000. Runen zu Ruinen: Literarische Kultur (Fall 2024) – in German

German 2120. Black Deutschland: Germany and the African Diaspora (cross-listed Eastern, Slavic and German Studies/African and African Diaspora Studies; Spring 2025) – in English

German 2013. Klagen, Jammern, Meckern: The German Art of Complaint (Spring 2025) – in German

	German 2002. German Conversation and Composition II (Spring 2025) – in German

German 2001. German Conversation and Composition I (Fall 2024) – in German

Northwestern University 

Instructor of Record

German 346-0. Topics in German Literature and Culture: Talking Trash – Waste in Culture, Theory, and Practice (Winter 2024) – in English

German 307-0. German Media (Spring 2024) – in German

German 248-0. Learning Diversity: Germany and Global Migration (Spring 2024; Winter 2022) – in English

German 224-0. Contemporary Germany: Germany and the African Diaspora (Fall 2023; Spring 2022) – in English

German 211-0. German Culture through Film and TV: From Necromancy to Netflix (Winter 2024; Spring 2023) – in German

German 104-6-20. First-Year Seminar: Gorgeous Garbage – The Aesthetic Life of Waste (Fall 2022) – in English

Iowa State University

Instructor of Record 

German 320. Germany Today: Present Pasts and Imminent Futures (Spring 2021) – in 
German; online

German 305. Conversation: Eine Bildungsreise nach Berlin (Spring 2021) – in 
German; online

German 102. German Elementary German II (Spring 2021) – online 

German 330. German Literature and Culture: Crime and the Law in Modern German Literature, Film and Television (Fall 2020) – in German

German 304. German for Global Professionals (Fall 2020) – in German; hybrid
	
German 101. Elementary German I (Fall 2020)

Columbia University (2014 - 2020)

Instructor of Record

German 1115. Accelerated Elementary German Reading I & II (Summer 2020; Summer 2017) – in English

German 33335. Advanced German Conversation and Composition II: ‘People on the 
Move’ – Migrants, Refugees, and Guests (Spring 2019) – in German

German 3536. Culture at the Margins: Literature and Film of the German Borderlands 
(cross-listed Germanic Languages/Comparative Literature; Spring 2020) – in English

German 2101. Intermediate German I (Fall 2019; Spring 2017; Spring 2016)

German 2102. Intermediate German II (Fall 2016)

German 1101. Elementary German I (Fall 2015; Spring 2015; Fall 2014)

Teaching Assistant

German 4670. Prof. Oliver Simons. Marx, Nietzsche, Freud (graduate course; cross-listed Germanic Languages/Comparative Literature; Fall 2018) – in English

HTL (Higher Technical Institute/Technical College) Camilo Sitte, Vienna, Austria 

English Language Teaching Assistant (2011-2012)

HTL Rankweil, Rankweil, Austria	

English Language Teaching Assistant (2010-2011)


MENTORING

2023		The Graduate School, Northwestern University
		Certification, Mentoring Up & Down Workshop Series 

2022-2023	Northwestern University
		Honors Thesis Supervisor

2022		Northwestern University
		First-Year Adviser (Fall Quarter)

	
PEDAGOGICAL TRAINING OR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

2023		Workshops at the Searle Center for Advancing Learning, Northwestern
			Generative AI Learning & Teaching Lab
			The Possibilities of Generative AI: What Instructors Need to Know

2020		Webinars at the Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching, ISU
			Diversifying Your Syllabus
			Making an Inclusive Classroom

2020		Language Resource Center, Columbia University
			Distance Language Pedagogy Seminar (Four-Day Intensive)



2020		Workshops at the Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University:
From Student to Expert: Breaking Down Disciplinary Tasks in the Classroom

2020		Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University
			Peer Observation Program (January – May)

2019		Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University
			Collaborative Learning Seminar (Four-Day Intensive)

2019-2020	Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University
			Teaching Fellows Program (August 2019 – May 2020)

2019		Workshops at the Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University:
Grading and Feedback
			Learning Objectives and Backward Design
			Language Lounge: Growth Mindset and Self-Motivation
	Inclusive Teaching: Small Changes to Maximize Equity in the Classroom

2018		Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University
			Innovative Summer Teaching Institute (Four-Day Intensive)

2018		Workshops at the Center for Teaching and Learning, Columbia University: 
Teaching through Discussion
2014		Germanic Languages, Columbia University
			German Pedagogy Seminar (September – December)

2014		Columbia University
			Language Teaching Orientation


RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Columbia University

Research Assistance for:

2018		Professor Debashree Mukherjee
Translated passages from Willy Haas’s autobiographical writings on travels in India. These translations appeared in: 

Debashree Mukherjee, Bombay Hustle: Making Movies in a Colonial City (New York: Columbia University Press, 2020).

Debashree Mukherjee and Xan Holt, “Willy Haas in Bombay,” BioScope: South Asian Screen Studies 15, no. 1 (2024): 59-67.

2015–2016	Professor Thomas Elsaesser
Translated various articles, presentations, and book chapters on film theory and history. One of these translations was published as: 

Thomas Elsaesser and Malte Hagener, “The Optical Wave: Walter Ruttmann in 1929,” in Film History as Media Archaeology: Tracking Digital Cinema (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2016), 155-187.

2015		Professor Stefan Andriopoulos
Edited and formatted article on Edgar Allan Poe and E.T.A. Hoffmann for publication. 

Stefan Andriopoulos, “Arrested in the Moment of Dying: Science, Fiction, and the Reality Effect of Reprinting,” American Literature 90, no. 3 (2018): 523-551.

2014–2021	Professor Oliver Simons
Edited and translated select presentations and publications on Heinrich von Kleist, Michel Foucault, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Uwe Johnson, G.E. Lessing, and Carl Schmitt. This work contributed to the following publications: 

Oliver Simons, Literary Conclusions: The Poetics of Ending in Lessing, Goethe, and Kleist (Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 2022).

Oliver Simons, “Werther’s Pulse,” Goethe Yearbook 27 (2020): 31-46.

Oliver Simons, “Simmel’s Poetics of Forms,” The Germanic Review 94, no. 2 (2019): 101-113.

Oliver Simons, “Johnson’s Memory Experiment,” The Germanic Review 93, no. 2 (2018): 155-169. 

Oliver Simons, “Cartographic Tropes: From Kant’s Maps to Foucault’s Topology,” in Literature and Cartography: Theories, Histories, Genres, ed. Anders Engberg-Pedersen (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2017), 99-118. 

Jens Meierhenrich and Oliver Simons, “‘A Fanatic of Order in an Epoch of Confusing Turmoil’: The Political, Legal, and Cultural Thought of Carl Schmitt,” in The Oxford Handbook of Carl Schmitt, ed. Jens Meierhenrich and Oliver Simons (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016), 3-70. 

Oliver Simons, “Carl Schmitt’s Spatial Rhetoric,” in The Oxford Handbook of Carl Schmitt, 776-802.






SERVICE

Editorial Work

2023		TRANSIT: A Journal of Travel, Migration, and Multiculturalism in the 
German-speaking World.
Guest Editor for Special Issue on Polish-German Borderlands

2021–present		The Germanic Review: Literature, Culture, Theory.
			Editorial Assistant

2018–2021		The Germanic Review: Literature, Culture, Theory.
Book Review Editor

Film Series

2021-2024		Film Series, German Department, Northwestern University
			Co-organizer


2015-2020		Film Series, German Department, Columbia University
			Co-organizer

University Service and Outreach

2024			Curriculum Reform Committee, Northwestern University
			Committee Member

2023			DAAD Application Review Committee, Northwestern University
			Committee Member

2021			World Languages and Cultures, Iowa State University
			Outreach with Local High School German Programs

2020-2021		Iowa State University
			Faculty Liaison for the German Club	

2014-2015		Graduate Student Advisory Council, Columbia University
			Student Representative for the German Department


CONFERENCE AND PANEL ORGANIZATION

Conferences Organized

2017	“Expanded Quotation: An Interdisciplinary Conference on the Uses of Intertextuality in Non-Textual Media,” co-organized with Sophie Schweiger, Department of Germanic Languages, Columbia University, NY, April 6-7, 2017. 

Panels Organized

2019	“Literary Leavings: Contending with the Vor-/ Nachlass.” Two-part panel series co-organized with Michael Watzka at the German Studies Association’s 42nd Annual Conference, Portland, Oregon, October 3-6, 2019.

2018	“Rethinking Genauigkeit: Poetics of Precision.” Co-organized with Neil Ziolkowski at the German Studies Association’s 41st Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 27-30, 2018.

Seminars Organized

2022	“The Return of the Real: The Documentary Literature of the 1970s in Germany.” Co-organized with Michael Lipkin at the German Studies Association’s 45th Annual Conference, Houston, Texas, September 15-18, 2022.

Workshops Organized

2022	“Masculinity, Politics, and Postwar Germanophone Literatures and Visual Cultures.” Co-organized with Jonas Rosenbrück, Department of German, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, May 12-13, 2022.


WORKSHOPS AND INSTITUTES

2025	“Decomposition: Processes of Decay, Collapse and Reorganization.” Umwelt Center for Germanic Studies and Environmental Humanities, The Ohio State University, Columbia, OH, March 28-29, 2025.

2023	“Hidden Figures: Blackness and Black Experiences in DEFA and East Germany.” East German Summer Film Institute, DEFA Film Library, UMass Amherst, Amherst, MA, June 11-17, 2023.


CAMPUS OR DEPARTMENTAL TALKS

2022	“(Re-)producing Racial and Sexual Difference in Tauben im Gras.” Masculinity, Politics, and Postwar Germanophone Literatures and Visual 
Culture, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, May 12-13, 2022.

2020	“Effective Strategies for Classroom Discussion: Online and F2F.” Lead Teaching Fellow Workshop, Online, Columbia University, New York, NY, April 9, 2020.

2019	“Learner Autonomy in the Language Classroom.” Lead Teaching Fellow Workshop, Columbia University, New York, NY, October 24, 2019.



PUBLIC TALKS

2023	Comment for Screening of Precious Ivie (Ivie wie Ivie). Chicago International Film Festival’s Summer Screening Series, co-organized by the Goethe-Institut Chicago, Chicago, IL, May 24, 2023.


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2013		Ontological Hysteric Theater (Richard Foreman), New York, NY
Production Intern

2012		New York City Players (Richard Maxwell), New York, NY
Production Intern


LANGUAGES

English: native 
German: near native 
Polish: advanced 
French: intermediate
Russian: intermediate


REFERENCES

Oliver Simons
Professor of Germanic Languages, Columbia University
415 Hamilton Hall, Mail Code 2812
New York, NY 10027
(P) 212-851-0156
o.simons@columbia.edu

Daniel Bowles
Associate Professor of German Studies, Boston College
Lyons Hall, Room 201F
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
(P) 617-552-1594
daniel.bowles@bc.edu

Erica Weitzman
Associate Professor of German, Northwestern University
Kresge Centennial Hall, Room 3-305
Evanston, IL 60208
(P) 847-467-1849
erica.weitzman@northwestern.edu



Peter Fenves
Joan and Sarepta Harrison Professor of Literature, Northwestern University
Kresge Centennial Hall, Room 3-329
Evanston, IL 60208
(P) 847-491-8245
p-fenves@northwestern.edu

Claudia Breger
Villard Professor of German and Comparative Literature, Columbia University
415 Hamilton Hall, Mail Code 2812
New York, NY 10027
(P) 212-854-2070
cb3328@columbia.edu
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